
Rainbow - What is it?

A rainbow is sunlight spread out into an arc of colours and seen by your eyes when the sun shines through 
water droplets.

Where is the sun when you see a rainbow?

When looking towards the rainbow the sun is always behind you.

       

What makes the bow?

Water droplets and sunlight act upon each other. The droplets are round and it is the way that the sun?s rays hi
t the droplets that causes the colours of the light to spread out in an arc.

What makes the colours in the rainbow?

Sunlight always looks white but in fact, is made up of seven colours - red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo 
and violet. The rainbow is a whole band of colours and goes even beyond the colours that the eye can see.



What makes a double rainbow?

If we follow the path of a ray of sunlight as it enters the raindrop, some of it comes back to us. A part of the 
ray enters the raindrop for a second time and travels along inside the droplet until it comes out once again. 
That is why we sometimes see the primary rainbow which is produced by one internal ?reflection?, and the seco
ndary rainbow which is fainter and produced by the second ?reflection?.

Information sources: www.unidata.ucar.edu

http://www.home.earthlink.net

QUIZ = WORD MIX

Can you form the proper words from the letters mixed up below?

warbion

sdpotlre

igdoni

eubldo

ryaprmi

ciftnelreo

dpaesr



ulcosors
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