
Rainforests

Rainforests are forests which grow in areas of high rainfall.   Tropical rainforests are found between the Tropic of
Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn and receive between 68?-78? (175-200 cm) of rainfall a year.  Those neare
st to the equator, where the climate is very hot and wet all through the year, are evergreen because the trees 
can grow all the time and so are always in leaf.  They are found in South and Central America, Central Africa, I
ndonesia, Malaysia and the north eastern tip of Australia.

There are other, temperate rainforests in areas such as the northwest Pacific coast of America, in the cooler 
parts of Central America and India.. These are much cooler, but experience very high rainfall during the wet  s
eason. The rainforests in these areas are deciduous and the trees lose their leaves during the dry season. 

Cloud forests are yet another type of rainforest, so-called because they can be found high up mountains, 
where they are nearly always in cloud. The climate here is very cool but extremely wet.

The world?s largest remaining tropical rainforest is the Amazon which covers countries such as Argentina, Pe
ru, Paraguay and Uruaguay but the majority, 60% of the Amazon, lies in Brazil.  The second largest is in c
entral Africa in the Congo Basin where two-thirds are found in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Why are Rainforests Important?

There are many reasons why rainforests are important which can be put under the following headings:

Biodiversity



Medicine

Food

Oxygen and Climate

Erosion and Flooding

People

Biodiversity

Rainforests contain about half of the existing plant and animal species in the world - at least 5 million.

They contain a third of the world?s bird species and 90% of its invertebrates.

The remaining African rainforests contain more animals and plant species than are found anywhere else on 
the continent.  In just one year in 2006, 19 new species of lemur were officially recorded in Madagascar.

In one hectare of the Amazon there could be 300 different tree species, compared to the 40 found in the 
whole of the UK!

One hectare (2.47 acres) may contain over 750 types of trees and 1500 species of higher plants. (rain-
tree.com/facts.htm)



Medicines

Hundreds of rainforest plants are used in modern medicines. It is estimated that 25% of all our medicines 
come from plants growing in the rainforest. For example, Vincristine, a drug taken from the rosy periwinkle of 
Madagascar has allowed an 80% remission rate for some forms of childhood leukaemia. Curare, a poison 
used by Amazonian Indians on arrow tips can be used as a muscle relaxant if given in small doses.  

Only about 1% of the plant species have been studied, so potentially there could be many more cures to 
illnesses waiting to be discovered.  In Madagascar, 80% of the plant species are endemic - that means they a
re not found any where else on earth.  Yet 2/3 of their forest has already been destroyed.  With 20% of all the wo
rld?s plants under threat of extinction, Kew Gardens in London is taking DNA samples, in case the plants and th
eir benefits are lost.

Food

An estimated 80% of the world?s diet originated from rainforest plants.  Many food sources are still being dis
covered in rainforests. The 'peach palm' of Brazil produces up to 300 peach-like fruits a season. The fruit has 
twice the food value of banana and more protein and carbohydrate than maize.

Oxygen

Rainforests have been known as the ?lungs of the world? due to their contribution in providing about 20% of the 
world?s oxygen.  The forests and soil also lock away carbon, an important function, especially in this age whe
n humans are causing so much carbon dioxide to be released into the atmosphere through, for example, 
transport and fossil fuel power stations. In fact they absorb about 20% of the world's man-made carbon 



dioxide emissions.

Erosion and Flooding

During heavy downpours, the mass of vegetation in the rainforest catches and holds much of the rain, then 
'disposes' of it through evaporation and transpiration; it acts like a bog umbrella breaking the force of the rain 
and protecting the ground surface. Where trees are cut down in large numbers, this natural protection is 
removed, soil erosion increases and minerals are washed away. 

Trees also help to control the amount of water that is held in the soil. In areas around the world where forests 
have been felled, the rainfall patterns have changed. In some places, the rains have almost stopped falling, 
and in others, flooding has been caused.

People

Indigenous tribes (groups of people who come from a country or area) have only lived in rainforests for a 
short period in human history. In South East Asia and the Pacific Islands, people have lived in the forests for 
about 40,000 years, but the earliest signs of human settlement in African forests are no more than 3,000 
years old. There are about 1,000 indigenous tribes in the rainforests of the world. Even though they may not 
have been there for very long, rainforest people have managed to develop ways of life which allow them to 
use the forest without destroying it. Whilst other civilisations have grown further and further from the natural 
world, rainforest people have had to grow close to nature in order to survive.

European settlers have caused many of these tribes to be wiped out due to their lack of immunity to Western 
diseases.  They now face a newer threat as big logging and plantation companies and try to force them off t
heir traditional lands, often using violence.

Its is estimated that about 60 million indigenous people depend on rainforests for their survival and another 
1.6 billion make their livelihoods from its products. 



See our fact sheet ?Rainforest Tribes? for more information        
http://www.ypte.org.uk/environmental/rainforest-tribes/92

Rainforest Destruction.

Before humans started destroying the rainforests, they covered 15% of the Earth's land area, today, they 
cover only 6%. In the last 200 years, the total area of rainforest has decreased from 1,500 million hectares to 
less than 800 million hectares. (One hectare is equivalent to the area covered by two football pitches).  In just t
he last 50 years, one third of tropical rainforests have been destroyed.  

The disappearance of the forest is called 
DEFORESTATION.
As populations have grown and demands for land and timber have grown greater, so the deforestation has 
accelerated.  Current rates of deforestation amount to about 6 million hectares a year.  That amounts to 8.5 mi
llion football pitches.  Asia lost almost a third of its tropical forest cover between 1960 and 1980 - the highest r
ate of deforestation in the world! Logging only began in Indonesia ten years ago. It is estimated that in just 
ten more years, the timber stock will have been totally destroyed. In Thailand, 80% of the country's original 
forest has been cut down in the last 40 years.

Rainforests are the world's most spectacular ecosystems. An ecosystem is not just the plants, but also the 
birds, mammals, reptiles, fish, amphibians, invertebrates, bacteria, and even the non-living elements like soil, 
water and air.  In some cases their climates have remained stable for the last 65 million years. This means t
hat they have developed arrays of life unequalled by any other ecosystems on the planet. The destruction of 
the rainforests will affect other ecosystems throughout the world.

       
  

What are the Threats to the Rainforest?

Humans have cut down trees for thousands of years, yet concern over deforestation is fairly recent. The rate 
at which the forests have been cleared has accelerated during the latter part of this century. Since the end of 
the Second World War about half the world's rainforest has been felled. Gradually, the rainforest has gained 

http://www.ypte.org.uk/environmental/rainforest-tribes/92
http://www.ypte.org.uk/environmental/rainforest-tribes/92
http://www.ypte.org.uk/environmental/rainforest-tribes/92
http://www.ypte.org.uk/environmental/rainforest-tribes/92


the attention of the worldwide media, making most of us aware of the problems.

Forests are destroyed for a number of reasons:-

1) The growth of populations in countries with rainforest.

2) An increase in worldwide demand for tropical hardwoods has put a greater strain on the 
rainforests.

3) Cattle Grazing in South America.

4) Soya plantations in South America.

5) Palm oil plantations in Indonesia.

6) Mining.

7) Hydroelectric dams in South America.



Logging

Fortunes can be made in the rainforest. Hardwoods like mahogany and teak are very valuable, and can be 
sold for a great profit, particularly to countries like Japan, where demand is strongest. The money that can be 
made is only available in the short-term. Once an area of forest is cleared, it will probably never recover. 
When a 35 metre tree is felled, it can crush up to 17 smaller trees as it crashes to the ground. There may be 
only two or three commercially viable trees in an area of forest the size of two football pitches.  Trees are also c
ut down for wood pulp, which until recently came only from softwoods like Canadian conifers.  The pulp is u
sed to make paper.

In West Africa, almost 90% of the rainforest has been destroyed and now the logging is spreading to Central 
Africa.  

Road building through rainforests is another problem, making illegal logging and the poaching of animals 
much easier.  In Africa apes such as gorillas and other animals are hunted for bushmeat to be sold by r
oadsides and in the markets.  Many apes are vulnerable to diseases.

An estimated 70 - 80% of logging is in Brazil and Indonesia is illegal.  About 1/10 of wood used in the timber t
rade worldwide is illegal.  To avoid buying this wood in the UK, the most recognised and trustworthy standard i
s the Forestry Stewardship Council logo on wood and paper products which ensures the source was from 
sustainably managed forests.

Cattle Grazing

Brazil is the world?s largest exporter of beef with more cattle (204 million) than people (191 million in 2010)!  Aft
er logging and/or burning of the rainforest, cleared land is sold to local farmers for cattle grazing.  Some A
merican hamburger chains are supplied with Brazilian beef from cattle which have grazed in areas of cleared 
forest.   

80% of deforested areas in Brazil are used for cattle ranching and are the greatest source of carbon 
emissions in Brazil.  Not only that but the cattle naturally produce large quantities of methane, another ?



greenhouse gas? approximately 26 times more effective than CO2 . 

Soya Plantations

Most of the beef in the UK is not sourced from Brazil.  However, livestock can still be indirectly responsible for r
ainforest destruction since intensively farmed animals are fed a high protein plant called soya.  Most of this c
omes from South America where areas of rainforest, as well as other habitats like the savannahs have been 
planted with this crop.  

At first the land may be very productive.  However, in any rainforest it is only the top layer of soil, known as t
he ?top soil? that is fertile.  Eventually the good topsoil will be washed away by the rains within three or four years
and the area may become a desert.  Otherwise farmers may resort to using more and more fertilizers and p
esticides which bring with them their own problems such as the pollution of rivers.  Soy plants may also be g
enetically modified - still a controversial issue.

Palm Oil

Have you heard of palm oil?  How about vegetable oil or olive oil?  Oils from plants, vegetables, seeds and nu
ts have been used for centuries all over the world for many different foods and products.  Oil palms are palm t
rees which grow hundreds of little orange/red fruits that are squashed, squeezed and pulped to produce palm 
oil.  It is estimated that 33% of all the products in your local supermarket contain palm oil - that?s a lot of pro
ducts!  It is used in bread, cereals, chocolates, pizzas, cleaning products, chewing gum and even shampoo. 

Sometimes land is cleared so that it can be replanted with valuable cash crops such as the oil palm plant, 
which produces palm oil.  It can also be used as a biofuel instead of petrol or diesel.  Indonesia produces 90% of
the world's palm oil and aims to double its production by 2020.  Palm oil production is such a huge business in M
alaysia and Indonesia that the latter has gained the title of ?World?s Fastest Rainforest Destroyer? in the Guines
s Book of World Records!

Valuable trees are harvested and the rest are burnt to clear the land for the farming of palm oil.  As the soil?s fer
tility does not last forever, the people at the head of logging companies avoid bankrupsy by buying up new 
areas of forest.   Burning the trees and the peatlands beneath them is highly polluting (see below) although the as



h improves the soil?s fertility before planting.  

In burning the rainforests Indonesia is also burning the peatlands below which store masses of carbon.  Their p
eatlands cover just 0.1% of the earth?s land, yet contribute to 4% of the world?s greenhouse gases. This make
s Indonesia the country with the 3rd largest carbon footprint in the world, when deforestation is taken into 
account!  Bio-fuel targets in Europe mean that demand for palm oil is set to increase, despite the fact that m
ore pollution is caused producing bio-fuels than is saved by not using petrol and diesel.

Pet food and palm kernel meal

Cats, dogs, pigs, cows and goldfish.  Some are pets, some are farm animals which provide us with food or m
ilk, but one thing they do have in common - they are contributing to the destruction of Asia?s rainforests. 

At the centre of the oil palm fruits, much like a nectarine, there is a stone, or ?kernel? and this is chopped and mash
ed up to produce the high protein ingredient palm kernel meal.  

All the way from Asia, pets all over the country are eating food containing palm kernel meal.  Imported p
roducts are products grown or made in other countries and then shipped to the UK, the opposite of this is 
exports - products made in the UK and sent to other countries.  Many of the food companies importing palm o
il for use in our foods choose ?sustainable? sources which means that more care and responsibility is taken and 
areas rich in wildlife and animals are protected.  But when it comes to the palm kernel meal used in pet food t
here?s a different story. 

The UK uses a considerable 10% of the global supply in palm kernel meal, and 80% of this is used in animal 
feed.  The problem is that 0% of the ingredient is sourced from sustainable sources, which means that f
armers could be destroying the most species-rich rainforests in the world. One victim of palm oil plantations is 
the orangutan. Sadly, experts believe deforestation for palm oil is the single greatest threat to orangutans in 
the wild.

According to the IUCN, the Sumatran Orangutan is listed as ?critically endangered? and the Bornean Oran
gutan as ?endangered?.  Over the last ten years their numbers have halved and up to 5000 are killed every year,
despite their status as protected species.  See our orangutan 
 factsheet

http://www.ypte.org.uk/animal/orang-utan/149    
http://www.ypte.org.uk/animal/orang-utan/149    


for more information.

The 
RSPO

(Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil)
was set up in 2001, with representatives from 40% of the palm oil industry, to provide a set of ethical and 
ecological standards for the production of palm oil.  However it has been largely ineffective and many of its m
embers have been those with the worst practice.  Due to various ongoing campaigns, many of these i
nternational companies and others have finally decided to make sure their palm oil for their products are 
sustainably sourced - this includes a chocolate manufacturer, a soap maker, a bank and a fast food chain.  

Food for thought

It is often argued that in Britain we destroyed our ancient forests thousands of years ago and used the land 
for farming so why shouldn?t other countries do the same?  It is a good point but then again we now know mor
e about the important role that forests, especially rainforests play.

It is also the case that with the example of soya, it doesn?t usually benefit the local people who are often vi
olently forced off their lands and then sometimes forced to work on the plantations.  The soya companies are o
ften owned by foreigners, who are there to make money, so it does nothing to benefit the local people and 
their economic situation.  

In a way Europe is contributing to the rainforests? destruction as nearly a third of Brazil?s soy bean harvest is expo
rted to Europe including Britain where 78% of the soya beans are imported form Brazil.  97% of the soya meal p
roduced worldwide is used for animal feed and much of that is not sustainably produced.  

In Paraguay one large soya company has built a port on the banks of the river Puerto Union where the crop 
can be processed, stored and transported.  Whilst providing local jobs, its location, only 500 metres upstream f
rom the city?s main water supply is putting the water supply of the 1.2 million people who live in the the city of As
uncion at risk of contamination.  The licence was removed by the environment minister but this decision was o
ver-ruled by the president.

../../../animal/orang-utan/149
http://www.rspo.org/
http://www.rspo.org/


Mining

Beneath rainforests there often lies a wealth of natural resources in the form of mineral and gold deposits.  T
hese are a great source of income for many countries, such as in Indonesia where mineral deposits form 
19% of their exports.  Often people involved in small scale gold mining use mercury to extract the gold.  Me
rcury is banned in Indonesia but is readily available for purchase by individuals.  As well as damaging p
eople's health, the mercury used goes on to pollute river systems and is the second-worse source of mercury 
pollution in the world, after the burning of fossil fuels.  

Large areas of forest in Indonesia are protected by law against any prospecting or open cast mining, although 
new rules do allow underground mining in protected areas.  Once roads are built to reach the mines, it b
ecomes easier for illegal logging and poaching to take place.

Hydroelectricity

This renewable ?green? source of energy, ironically is to blame for some environmental destruction, for exam
ple in the Amazon when the Tucuri dam was built.  The Amazon river is the second longest in the world and w
ith its many tributaries it is a source of energy which could be harnessed.  Brazil suffered an energy crisis in 2
006 and is keen to develop this source of power.  Unfortunately, the building of hydro-electric dams often r
esults in major flooding which harms wildlife and can change the eco-system of the river downstream.  Wood r
otting underwater also releases carbon dioxide and methane greenhouse gases.

Two more hydro-electric projects along tributaries of the Amazon are in the pipeline.  If a dam was built across t
he Madeira river, the largest tributary, approximately 210 square miles (338 square km) of rainforest could be 
flooded, where 33 endangered species of mammal are to be found.  The Xingu river is proposed to be the site o
f the world's third largest hydro-electric dam, the Belo Monte project where 310 square miles (500 square km) 
could be flooded.  Many indigenous people such as the Kayapo Indians are concerned about the potential l
oss of land.

The big companies and governments who proposing these developments of the rainforest usually offer 
incentives for the affected people such as jobs, schools and clinics.  Many feel this is a good exchange and m



ay improve their standard of living, although the reality can be far from that.

Climate

The destruction of the rainforest could affect the world's climate.  During the day, the rainforests absorb huge a
mounts of carbon dioxide from the air to make food in a process called photosynthesis.  A by-product of p
hotosynthesis is oxygen. Tropical rainforests absorb about 20% of the world?s man-made carbon dioxide em
issions.  

On the contrary, burning the rainforest is like creating a huge bonfire, throwing massive amounts of carbon 
dioxide into the atmosphere.  Carbon dioxide or CO2 is a 'greenhouse gas', which helps to retain the heat of t
he sun within the Earth's atmosphere.   Tropical deforestation contributes 17% of the world?s annual gree
nhouse gas emissions.

By burning the rainforest, we are not only adding huge amounts of CO2 to the atmosphere, but we are also 
reducing nature's ability to absorb CO2 and to produce oxygen. The more the rainforests are cut down and 
burned, the more the 'lungs' of the earth will be damaged.

Deforestation is responsibly for more global carbon emissions than all the planes, trains, buses and cars in 
the world put together!  Indonesia is already the world?s third highest emitter of carbon dioxide after the USA and
China because of the burning of its rainforests and peat lands to clear areas for growing palm oil. 

The Future

Can the Rainforests Be Replaced?

Rainforests are very fragile ecosystems. They are not good at recovering from disturbance. A mature or 
PRIMARY forest takes hundreds or even thousands of years to be formed and is built up of a set of layers, 



each with its own combination of plant and tree species.

 

Emergents 
- here and there, the tallest trees poke above the canopy.

Canopy 
- a tangled mass of branches, leaves, buds, flowers and fruit, home to many animals.

Understorey/Shrub Layer
- young trees, shrubs, creepers and tall herbs struggle to grow in the dimness.

Ground Layer
- only fungi and a few ferns survive in the gloom.

Where primary forest has been cleared, SECONDARY forest with dense, tangled undergrowth can be 
formed. Once primary forest has been disturbed it is unlikely to recover. The main reasons for the fragility of 
the rainforests are:

    * The trees, animals and soil have had millions of years to adapt to a set of very special conditions, and each spe
cies has a special "niche" in the overall structure.

    * The soil is almost infertile. It can be over 100 million years old, so all of the mineral nutrients have been was
hed away. The plants are adapted to collecting minerals from the air and from rain. If the trees are removed, 
the soil is quickly washed away.

    * There may be only one tree of a certain species in a hectare of forest. Seeds do not germinate easily and do 



not survive long on the forest floor.

What can be done

Conserving rainforests is, and will probably continue to be, an extremely difficult challenge. The countries 
with rainforests are trying to cope with their immediate problems, brought about by population increase and 
enormous debts to the World Bank, so they have little time to think about the long-term effects of removing 
the forests. A shortage of money prevents these countries from carrying out suitable conservation 
programmes.

Only with financial assistance from developed countries, or by writing off all or at least part of the debts, can 
the rainforests be saved. This will not happen overnight. There is too much money at stake, and only strong 
public feeling in developed countries will lead to pressure being brought against those in control of Third 
World debt to help rainforest countries. Until this happens, the economic situation will force countries with 
rainforests to carry on cutting them down.

It is estimated that every minute, 80 football pitches of rainforest are destroyed! Each day, at least one 
species of animal or plant becomes extinct! There is little hope of preserving all the remaining rainforests 
exactly as they are today. Parts of them should be protected absolutely, but others can be used to benefit 
man as well as other species. There is no reason why development cannot harmonise with the forest. In this 
way we will be able to ensure that the unique rainforests, with their great diversity and importance for the 
environment, continue to survive.

The destruction of the rainforest cannot be allowed to continue at the present rate. Governments must plan 
carefully and control strongly. All tree felling cannot be stopped immediately, but any further destruction of 
rainforests must take place in a more planned way, with greater restrictions on logging companies. 
Conservation strategies could include:

Protected Reserves
- No deforestation should be allowed in protected areas. Forests with the greatest variety of species or with 
rare species should be strictly conserved. Originally, about 14% of the world's land was covered in forest - 
today it is about 6%. Only about 8% of this forest was under protection in 1996. At least 20% of all remaining 



rainforest needs protection.

Careful Wood Production
- It is possible to cut down prime trees for timber without causing too much damage to the surrounding forest. 
If there are only three or four suitable trees in a given hectare, it ought to be possible to remove them using a 
large helicopter. This method is already used in the needle-leaf forests of the United States. Any trees which 
are removed should be replaced by seedlings.

Agroforestry
- A combination of forestry and agriculture. It has been used successfully by tribal peoples for centuries, and 
involves planting trees, shrubs and ground crops in a gallery structure, imitating a natural forest.

Species Preservation
- Plants and animals can be taken from the rainforests and bred in zoos, botanical gardens and laboratories. 
Captive stock can be reintroduced to areas where they have become scarce. Golden lions tamarins have 
been successfully released in a reserve in Brazil.

Efficient Land Use
- More food can be grown on existing farmland if better farming methods are used.  Land in Europe could be u
sed to grow animal feed instead of importing it from abroad.  This would not produce enough for all the i
ntensively farmed animals but would be a solution if people ate less, but better quality meat from animals 
reared more naturally.

What Can You Do?

Recycle paper and buy recycled paper products where possible, including toilet paper!

Look for the FSC (Forestry Stewardship Council) logo on wood and paper products which shows they have 



been sustainably sourced.

Buy fairly traded products - producers must provided assurances that they are looking after their local 
environment and are educated to do so.

Buy an acre of rainforest or sponsor a rainforest animal such as an orangutan.

Buy British beef.  If its free range and organically produced, its less likely to have been fed soya, especially f
rom rainforested areas which can also be genetically modified.

Eat less meat and dairy!  18% of the world?s greenhouse gas emissions come from meat and dairy pro
duction (which often involves the destruction of rainforests) - that?s more than all the world?d transport out toge
ther!

Eat less meat !  The demand for meat is growing with an increasing global population and an increase in t
hose who can afford meat.  In the UK the World Health Organisation estimates that on average people eat 3.5 t
imes more meat than is good for them.  Less meat would mean less intensively farmed animals and less need f
or soya!

If you use soya products such as milk, check with the manufacturer where they got their soya from and if it 
was sustainably produced.

Campaign!   Write to your MP about where our animal feeds come from, ask supermarkets where they source th
eir soya from.  Other environmental campaigning organisations can advise on what to write and who to write t
o.

Ideas for Projects



1. Pollinating The Plants

Birds, bats, bees, butterflies and moths all play an important role in the reproduction of rainforest plants. In 
most ecosystems, the pollen is carried from one plant to another by the wind. In a rainforest ecosystem, 
however, there is hardly any wind at all, so the animals are vitally important for plant pollination.

    * What adaptations have rainforest plants and animals evolved to   help with pollination?

    * How do the plants attract the animals?

    * Describe some specific examples of interdependence (the relationships between the animals and plants).

2. Dispersing The Seeds

Some species of monkeys, bats and birds are very important seed dispersers. Even some species of fish are 
responsible for dispersing seeds! The plants produce large numbers of seeds and hope that at least some of 
them will be spread around the forest and end up in suitable places for germination. Without animals' help, 
this spreading around of the seeds would not be possible.

    * How do plants attract the seed-dispersing animals?

    * Describe how different types of animals manage to disperse seeds around the rainforest.

3. Predator and Prey

As in other ecosystems, most rainforest animals are herbivores (they eat plants), but some of them are 
carnivores and eat other animals. The animal predators come in many shapes and sizes, and include 
spiders, insects, amphibians,reptiles, birds and mammals. The largest predators, which are at the top of the 
food chain, are known as indicator species. These predators, such as the jaguar of South America and the 
tiger of India, need a lot of living space, and if an area of forest has a healthy population of such animals, 
then we can be pretty sure that the whole forest community is doing well. Any destruction of forest habitat, or 
a decrease in numbers of their prey will affect the population of large predators.

    * Choose one of the groups of predators mentioned above, and find out details about where they live, their way



of hunting, their prey etc.

    * Construct food chains, and perhaps a food web, which include the predators you have chosen.

See our factsheets on 
Rainforest Tribes
and 
Animals of the Rainforest
.

Other useful websites:

Rainforest Action Network 
   ?Environmentalism with teeth? 

The Prince?s Rainforest Project

ARC - African Rainforest Conservancy

Survival International
- the movement for tribal people
s

Greenpeace

Friends of the Earth

Rainforest Alliance

 http://www.ypte.org.uk/environmental/rainforest-tribes/92 
 http://www.ypte.org.uk/environmental/rainforest-tribes/92 
http://www.ypte.org.uk/environmental/rainforest-animals/90
http://www.ypte.org.uk/environmental/rainforest-animals/90
http://www.ran.org/
www.rainforestsos.org
http://www.africanrainforest.org/
http://www.africanrainforest.org/
http://www.survivalinternational.org
http://www.survivalinternational.org
http://www.survivalinternational.org
http://www.greenpeace.org.uk
http://www.foe.co.uk
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org


The Rainforest Information Centre

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

World Resources Institute

Rain Forest facts from 
Rain Tree
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